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DATE:		June 5, 2015

TO:		

FROM:		Jamie Buchenauer, Vice President, Regulatory Advocacy

SUBJECT:	Connecting overdose victims with treatment

Issue:  Hospital emergency departments are encouraged to connect with the county drug and alcohol single county authorities (SCAs) to obtain:
1) the county protocol in order to understand how to access care for overdose victims; and 
2) the listing of local substance use disorder treatment providers.  

Background: Recent action by the General Assembly and the Governor provided widespread access to naloxone, which can reverse the effects of an opioid overdose.  Overdose patients are brought to hospital emergency departments (EDs) for further treatment and stabilization.  Hospitals may play a key role in connecting these patients to treatment.  

Emergent, post-overdose assessment and referral processes to substance use disorder treatment (treatment) vary according to a protocol established at the county level.  The protocol describes the process to access care in the county during business hours, and if different, during evenings and holidays.  The Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) required each SCA to send the protocol to the hospital EDs within its county along with a list of treatment providers.   

In some cases, SCAs or the treatment providers have onsite collaborations directly with EDs to engage overdose survivors in a “warm handoff” from the ED to the treatment provider.  ED staff should be aware of such collaborations where they exist.  Otherwise, healthcare staff should rely upon the protocol and treatment provider list sent to them in order to facilitate referrals to treatment.  

HAP Action:  For clarification about the county protocol or provider list, or, to receive assistance in getting an overdose survivor to SUD treatment, ED staff should contact their respective SCA.  A listing of County Drug and Alcohol offices/SCAs can be found on the at the DDAP website “Single County Authority Listing” - Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs

HAP will continue to monitor this issue and will keep members apprised with timely updates.

Questions may be addressed to, HAP’s vice president, regulatory advocacy, Jamie Buchenauer at (717) 561-5308.



